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All that really need be said about tumors of the brain in relation to 
the eye would be perhaps to discuss the effect of these growths upon the 
visual organs. Dr. Spiller’s methods are too thorough for this, and we 
are glad it is so, for he has written a chapter which forms an excellent 
monograph on the whole subject. He has, however, been very brief in 
discussing tumors not connected with the visual system. The author lays 
especial emphasis on astereognosis as a symptom of parietal lobe tumors, 
but he thinks it possible this symptom may be caused to some extent by 
lesion of the post-central gyrus. He does not make out a very definite 
thalamic syndrome for thalamus tumors and it would seem as if in 
nearly all the cases with localizing symptoms, the cause was extra- 
thalamic irritation. His discussion of lesions of the mid-brain is well 
illustrated with figures and cases. A very careful analysis is made of the 
subject of the paralysis of associated movements, Dr. Spiller has gone 
over the situation and he has presented some definite conclusions as a 
result, assigning the permanent lateral palsies to lesions of the posterior 
longitudinal bundle and those of vertical movement to lesions in the 
neighborhood of the oculo-motor nucleus. We agree with Dr. Spiller 
that lesions of the corpora quadrigemina are often accompanied with 
drowsiness, and have suggested the possibility even of something like a 
sleep center in those regions in which quiescent lid-closing and up¬ 
ward rolling of the eyes occur. The symptom-complex of Benedict 
is described and it should be better known, as it is not so very rare. 
Cerebellar tumors are among those dealt with very briefly; the author 
makes the observation, which we can confirm, that in the nystagmus of 
those cases the movements are more active toward the side of the lesion. 

The articles on bulbar and pseudo-bulbar palsy and on myasthenia 
gravis are carefully prepared presentations of these subjects. Dr. E. W. 
Taylor, the author, refers to lesion of the thymus and a lymphoid sar¬ 
comatous infiltration of the muscles as a possible cause of the disease. 
This view has received some confirmation and some opposition (Booth’s 
case) since the article was written. 

We have gone over about half the book in an analytical way. It seems 
unnecessary to pursue the method to the end. We have shown that the 
different authors have treated their subjects in general thoroughly and 
completely. The only criticism, if it is one, would be that the editors 
have tried to cover too much ground sometimes in discussing systematically 
subjects like degeneracy, reflexes, gaits, tic douloureux, etc. We have 
read with care Dr. Posey’s chapters on the eye in its relation to neuroses 
and psychoses, and it seems to us that he goes rather too far in his views 
of the importance of eye-strain. The book is well-printed and indexed 
and copiously ilustrated. We have detected no typographical errors, 
though we look upon such things with a sympathetic eye for proofreaders 
are mortal and editors sometimes are tired, but in this case the Homeric 
Dr. Spiller never seems to nod; and he and Dr. Posey have furnished a 
volume which redounds to the credit of American medicine. 

C. L. Dana. 

Krankenhauswesen und Heilstattenbewegung im Lichte der Socialen 
Hygiene. Von Dr. med. Alfred Grotjahn, Leipzig. Verlag von F 
C. W. Vogel. 

In the middle of the nineteenth century Germany lagged far behind 
England, France, Scandanavia and Italy in all that pertains to hospital 
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construction and management; but the hospitals of Germany have rapidly 
risen in number and importance, and to-day they compare favorably with 
those of England or of any of the continental countries. What are the 
chief factors that have contributed to this development? Have the results 
justified the labor and expense of building np the costly and complex 
system of hospitals, sanatoria and asylums which exists in Germany to¬ 
day? What is the influence upon social hygiene of institutions for the 
care of the sick and of defectives of every class? These are questions 
which the author undertakes to answer. His purpose is to outline the 
present state of hospitals and asylums in Germany, to study the develop¬ 
mental tendencies exhibited by these institutions, and to ascertain how far 
these tendencies are deserving of encouragement and acceleration. He 
shows how specialization in medicine has furnished a strong stimulus to 
the multiplication of hospitals, and traces the effects of private philan¬ 
thropic motives in this field of social activity; he proceeds next to analyze 
and classify so much of German legislation as it is proper to consider in 
this connection,—the workingmen’s insurance laws above all. From 1888 
to 1905 the number of persons treated in institutions maintained by insur¬ 
ance funds in Germany, increased from 13,758 to 56,420, and the cost of 
maintenance of these patients grew from 2,700,000 marks to more than 14 
million marks. The greater part of this money was devoted to the treat¬ 
ment of patients suffering from incipient tuberculosis, and if the official 
records are to be believed, most of the patients who entered sanatoria 
under the auspices of the insurance funds were, if not actually cured, 
at least restored to industrial efficiency. Year by year the percent¬ 
age of the population which comes under the care of hospitals and 
sanatoria increases, and social hygiene must be the gainer inasmuch 
as a very large proportion of those who are thus removed for a time 
from their normal social surroundings, are sufferers from communic¬ 
able diseases. Dr. Grotjahn concedes that Germany is still behind Eng¬ 
land in its methods of caring for contagious cases, since the rule in 
Germany is to place such patients in separate wards or pavilions of gen¬ 
eral hospitals, while England provides isolation hospitals rather than iso¬ 
lation wards. The separation of hospital patients into social classes by the 
establishment of varying rates of payment for hospital accommodations 
more or less comfortable, is roundly condemned; the author regards this 
system as one which engenders class hatred and bitterness. The volume is 
rich in statistical material gathered from official and private sources, and 
it contains many suggestions of a practical nature bearing upon hospital 
economy; for example, the suggestion that the hospitals of a given district 
be banded together for the purpose of obtaining supplies in bulk at whole¬ 
sale rates. Separate chapters are devoted to convalescent homes, to hos¬ 
pitals for nervous cases, to institutions for the treatment of venereal 
patients, to maternity hospitals, to asylums for the insane, the epileptic, 
the blind, and other groups of defectives 

S. S. Goldwater (New York). 

Elements de Medecine Mentale Applique's a l’Etude du Droit. Docteur 
Legrain. Medicin en Chef des Asiles d’AIienes de la Seine. Preface 
de M. Garcon, Professeur de Droit Criminel a la Faculte de Droit 
del’ Universite de Paris. Arthur Rousseau, Paris. 

With the steadily advancing integration of social forces, and the 
hoped for supplanting of might by right, of force by law, no one question 
obtrudes itself with greater demands for a partial solution at least than 
that of the relation of mental disorder to human responsibility. 



